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claims and drawings, in accordance with CFR 1.215(c), for purposes 
of publication. No new matter is being introduced with the new 
submission of the substitute specification. 

Therefore, please approve the amendments to the application as 
follows: 

In the Drawings: 

Please approve the amendments to FIGS. 1, 3, 7-12, 14-15 and 
19-20 submitted herewith in redline. ^Also submitted herewith are 
seven (7) sheets of formal drawings, in their entirety incorporating 
the redline amendments thereto as shown in the red-line drawings. 

In the Claims : 

Please cancel claim 3. 

Please amend claims 1-2, 4-5, and 7-25 submitted below in a 
clean version of the amended claims pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.121(c) (1) (i) , as follows: 

1. (Once Amended) A preformed sleeve for covering a pot 
ing an upper end, a lower end,y7anal an outer peripheral surface, 
comprising: /Z^^s. 

a base portion haviryg an upper end, a lower end, and an 
interior space/ when opened, the base portion 
initially havijng a flat condition prior to being 


8403.522PAM.wpd 


2 


5 


in \ 


m 


opened for receiving the po^f into the interior space 
and having a tapered /shape when in the flat 
condition; 

a skirt portion extending/ from the upper end of the base 
portion; and 

a plurality of substantially unconnected, vertically 
oriented, exparj^ible folds in the base portion, and 
wherein whei//he/pot is disposed within the interior 
space of ^h^yfcS^s^ portion and pressure is exerted on 
the basef pdt&fdh by the pot, the expandable folds in 
the b^ree portion expand to cause the base portion to 
covet and surround the outer peripheral surface of 
th& pot . . 

2. (Once Amended) The'/Wef ormed sleeve of claim 1 further 
comprising an upper portion emending from the skirt portion and 
detachable therefrom via fa detaching element therein. 



A 


/. (Once Amended) Tphe preformed sleeve of claim 1 further 
efined as constructed fry6m a material having a thickness in a range 
of from about 0.1 mil to about 30 mils. 


ged / r^Ttre pr< 


JzT. (Once AmendedO'^^ftTe^ preformed sleeve of claim 1 further 
defined as constructed from a material having a thickness in a range 
of from about 0.5 rail to about 10 mils. 


8403.522PAM.wpd 


3 


" (Once Amended) The preformed sleeve of claim 1 further 
defined as constructed from a material selected from the group 
consisting of treated or untreated paper, metal foil, polymeric 
film, non-polymeric film, cardboard, fib^r, cloth, burlap, and 
laminations or combinations thereof. 

7 

(Once Amended) The pref ormed' sleeve of claim 1 wherein the 
plurality of expandable folds are selected from the group consisting 
of pleats, folds each having a z-styaped cross section, or accordion- 
type folds. 

% / 

^9. (Once Amended) The/preformed sleeve of claim 1 further 
comprising a portion for sffiN d/ig ^as^a handle or support device. 


/ Kf. (Once Amended)/The preformed sleeve of claim 1 wherein the 
base portion has a drainage hole. 

(0 

(Once Amended) The preformed sleeve of claim 1 wherein the 
plurality of fo^/ds are continuous between the base portion and the 
skirt portion. 


Il 

(Once 
lower end of the 
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) The preformed sleeve of claim 1 wherein the 
portion is closed. 

4 


(Once Amended) A preformed sleeve for covering a pot 
having an upper end, a lower end, and an outer peripheral surface, 
comprising: J 

a lower portion having an upper end, a lower end having 
a bottom, and an interior space when opened, the 
lower portion /initially having a flat condition 
prior to being fcpened/ fpr receiving the pot into the 
interior space! and^ra^ing a tapered shape when in 
the flat conditior 
an upper portion extending from the lower portion and 
which detachable therefrom via a detaching element; 
and I 

a plurality of substantially unconnected vertically 
oriented, expendable folds in the lower portion and 
wherein when jthe pot is disposed within the interior 
space of the/ lower portion and pressure is exerted 
on the lower portion by the pot, the expandable 
folds in the lower portion expand to cause the base 
portion to cover and surround at least a portion of 
the outer peripheral surface of the pot. 
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J>P: (Once Amended) The preformed sleeve oy claim i-swherein 
the upper portion is further defined as being^ized to substantially 
surround and enclose a floral tfi^posed within the pot. 



i^v icy/ 

(Once Amended) The/preformed sleeve of claim ¥$ further 
defined as constructed from a* jrfaterial having a thickness in a range 
of from about 0.1 mil to aXout 30 mils. 


J^>. (Once Amended) The preformed s/eeve of claim further 
defined as constructed from a material selected from the group 
consisting of treated or untreated oaper, metal foil, polymeric 
film, non-polymeric film, cardboargt, fiber, cloth, burlap, and 
laminations or combinations thereoj 


(Once Amended) The preffo 
the extendable folds are seleate 
pleats, folds each having a z/sh 
type folds. 



) > 

sleeve of claim wherein 
the group consisting of 
cross section, or accordion- 


17, / * + 

(Once Amended) Tne^ preformed sleeve of claim 2*5 further 
comprising a portion for /serving as a handle or support device. 

. (Once Amended) The preformed sleeve of claim ZrS wherein 
the lower portion has/ a drainage hole. 
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(Once Amended) The preformea sleeve of claim *3 wherein 


the plurality of extendable folc 


:e continuous, 


(Once Amended) TheApief ormed sleeve of claim 3-3* wherein 
the bottom of the lower end jbf the lower portion is closed. 


(Once Amended) A method of/covering a pot having an upper 
end, a lower end, and an outer peripheral surface, comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a preformed hleeve comprising: 
a base portion having/an upper end, a lower end , and an 
interior space/ when opened, the base portion 
initially haviyng a flat condition prior to being 
opened for receiving the pot into the interior space 
and having fa tapered shape when in the flat 
condition, 

a skirt portion /ex^er/ding from the upper end of the base 
portion, 

a plurality df /substantially unconnected, vertically 
oriented/ expandable folds in the base portion; and 

disposing the pot into the interior space of the base 
portion wherein pressure is exerted upon the base 
portiqln by the pot causing the expandable folds in 
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the base portion to expand to cause the base portion 
to cover and surround at least a portion of the 
outer peripheral surface o^r the pot 

^5. (Once Amended) The method >of claim 2*6 wherein in the step 
of providing a preformed sleeve, the preformed sleeve further 
comprises an upper portion extending from the skirt portion and 
which is detachable therefrom via a detaching element. 


J*. 


of providin 
are continue 



ended) The method of claim -gtf wherein in the step 


'efprmed sleeve the plurality of expandable folds 
is between the base portion and the skirt portion. 

I* 

{Q/fice Amended) The method of claim -S^wherein in the step 
of providing the preformed sleeve the upper portion is sized to 
substantially surround and enclose a floral grouping disposed within 
the oot, 


Please add the following new claims 26-31: 


^ J£r? (New) A prefe^vtv d sleeve for covering a pot having an 
upper end, a lower end! arid an outer peripheral surface, comprising: 
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a base portion having an upper end, a lower end, and an 
interior space when opened, the/ base portion 
initially having a flat conditionr prior to being 
opened for receiving the pot into/the interior space 
and having a tapered shape / when in the flat 
condition; and 
a plurality of substantially Unconnected, vertically 
oriented, expandable folds' in the base portion, and 
wherein when the pot is disposed within the interior 
space of the base porti/on and pressure is exerted on 
the base portion by toe pot, the expandable folds in 
the base portion expand to cause the base portion to 
cover afld fcurrountl at least a portion of the outer 
peripheJ^^S^irf/ce of the pot. 

formed sleeve of claim 2^further comprising 
e via a detaching element. 


Ofl yf. (New) The pr 
an upper portion detachab, 



4)" 2&. (New). The preformed sleeve of claim 26" wherein the 
plurality of expandable folds further comprises a plurality of 
pleats, a plurality of folds each having a z-shaped cross section, 
or a plurality of /accordion-type folds. 
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1 4 

(New) The prefornKTVf< 
i/ close 


end of the base portion 


eeve of claim 3^ wherein the lower 
closed. 


$ JO, 


of/ 


(New) A method of/ covering a pot having an upper end, a 


lower end, and an outer peripheral surface, comprising the steps of: 
providing a preformed sleeve comprising: 

a base port; on having an upper end, a lower end, and 
an interior space when opened, the base portion 
initially having a flat "condition prior to 
being opened for receiving the pot into the 
interilor space and having a tapered shape when 


flat condition; and 

stantially unconnected, vertically 
andable folds in the base portion; 



in thi 
a pluralit 

orienfce 
and 

disposing the /pof into the interior space of the base 
portion ofc the preformed sleeve wherein pressure is 
exerted upon the base portion by the pot causing the 
expandable folds in the base portion to expand to 
cause trie base portion to cover and surround at 
least ai portion of the outer peripheral surface of 
the potf. 
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